Easter Vigil




The Vigil

All

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
to you be glory and praise for ever. Your
steadfast love extends to the heavens
and your faithfulness never ceases.
Illuminate our hearts with your wisdom
and strengthen our lives with your word,
for you are the fountain of life; in your
light we see true light.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.

This is the night in which our Lord Jesus
Christ passed over from death to life. The
Church invites her members, dispersed
throughout the world, to gather in vigil
and prayer. For this is the Passover of the
Lord, in which through word and
sacrament we share in his victory over
death. As we await the risen Christ, let us
hear the record of God’s saving deeds in
history, recalling how he saved his people
in ages past and in the fullness of time
sent his Son to be our Redeemer. Let us
pray that through this Easter celebration
God may bring to perfection in each of us
the saving work he has begun.
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First Reading (Genesis 1.1-2.4a)

In the beginning when God created the heavens and
the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said,
‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw
that the light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day. And God said, ‘Let
there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.’ So God made
the dome and separated the waters that were under
the dome from the waters that were above the dome.
And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, the second day.

And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.’ And it was so. God called the dry land Earth,
and the waters that were gathered together he called
Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said,
‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding
seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every
kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the
seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the
sky to separate the day from the night; and let them
be for signs and for seasons and for days and years,
and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give
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light upon the earth.’” And it was so. God made the
two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and
the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God
set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw
that it was good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the fourth day. And God said, ‘Let the
waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.’
So God created the great sea monsters and every
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which
the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed
them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth.’ And there was evening and there was morning,
the fifth day. And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth
living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’
And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth
of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and
everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind.
And God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let us
make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of
the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’
So God created humankind in his image, in the image
of God he created them; male and female he created
them. God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it;
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
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the birds of the air and over every living thing that
moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, | have given
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of
all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you
shall have them for food. And to every beast of the
earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, | have given every green plant for
food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that he had
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all
their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished
the work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all the work that he had done. So
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because
on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation. These are the generations of the heavens
and the earth when they were created in the day that
the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.

Hymn (based on Psalm 136)

Let us, with a gladsome mind,
Praise the Lord, for he is kind.
For his mercies aye endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.

Let us blaze his name abroad,
For of gods he is the God.

For his mercies aye endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.
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He with all commanding might

Filled the new made world with light.

For his mercies aye endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.

He the golden tresséd sun
Caused all day his course to run.
For his mercies aye endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.

And the moon to shine by night;
‘mid her starry sisters bright.
For his mercies aye endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.

All things living He doth feed,
His full hand supplies their need.
For his mercies aye endure,

Ever faithful, ever sure.

Let us, with a gladsome mind,
Praise the Lord, for He is kind
For his mercies aye endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.

John Milton (1608

- 1674)



Second Reading (Genesis 22.1-18)

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to
him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here | am.’ He said,
‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a
burnt-offering on one of the mountains that | shall
show you.’ So Abraham rose early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the
burnt-offering, and set out and went to the place in
the distance that God had shown him. On the third
day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away.
Then Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with
the donkey; the boy and | will go over there; we will
worship, and then we will come back to you.’
Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering and laid
it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and
the knife. So the two of them walked on together.
Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he
said, ‘Here | am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire and the
wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-
offering?’ Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the
lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two of
them walked on together. When they came to the
place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar
there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son
Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.
Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the
knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called
to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’
And he said, ‘Here | am.’ He said, ‘Do not lay your
hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now | know
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that you fear God, since you have not withheld your
son, your only son, from me.’ And Abraham looked up
and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns.
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a
burnt-offering instead of his son. So Abraham called
that place ‘The Lord will provide’; as it is said to this
day, ‘On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second
time from heaven, and said, ‘By myself | have sworn,
says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have
not withheld your son, your only son, | will indeed
bless you, and | will make your offspring as numerous
as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of
their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves,
because you have obeyed my voice.’

Psalm 16

Protect me, O God, for in you | take
refuge. | say to the Lord, ‘You are my
Lord; | have no good apart from you.’

All As for the holy ones in the land, they
are the noble, in whom is all my
delight.

Those who choose another god multiply
their sorrows; their drink-offerings of
blood | will not pour out or take their
names upon my lips.
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All

All

The Lord is my chosen portion and my
cup; you hold my lot. The boundary
lines have fallen for me in pleasant
places; | have a goodly heritage.

| bless the Lord who gives me counsel;

in the night also my heart instructs me.

| keep the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, | shall not
be moved.

Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul
rejoices; my body also rests secure. For
you do not give me up to Sheol, or let
your faithful one see the Pit.

You show me the path of life. In your
presence there is fullness of joy; in your
right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Third Reading (Exodus 14.10-end; 15.20, 21)

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and
there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great
fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to
Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in Egypt
that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness?
What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is
this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us
alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it would
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have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to
die in the wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people,
‘Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance
that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the
Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see
again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only
to keep still.” Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do
you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward.
But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand
over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go
into the sea on dry ground. Then | will harden the
hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after
them; and so | will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh
and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.
And the Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord, when
| have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his
chariots, and his chariot drivers.’ The angel of God
who was going before the Israelite army moved and
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from
in front of them and took its place behind them. It
came between the army of Egypt and the army of
Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness,
and it lit up the night; one did not come near the
other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong
east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land;
and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into
the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for
them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians
pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of
Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the
morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud
looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the
Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot
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wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The
Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the
Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ Then the Lord
said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so
that the water may come back upon the Egyptians,
upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the
sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians
fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the
sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots
and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh
that had followed them into the sea; not one of them
remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground
through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them
on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved
Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great
work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the
people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and
in his servant Moses. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s
sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the
women went out after her with tambourines and with
dancing. And Miriam sang to them: ‘Sing to the Lord,
for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he
has thrown into the sea.’

Hymn

Come, ye faithful, raise the strain
of triumphant gladness!

God has brought his Israel

into joy from sadness,

loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke
I



Jacob's sons and daughters,
led them with unmoistened foot
through the Red Sea waters.

See the spring of souls today;
Christ has burst his prison,

and from three days' sleep in death
as a sun hath risen;

all the winter of our sins,

long and dark, is flying

from his light, to whom we give
laud and praise undying.

S. John of Damascus (d. 754)
trans J. M. Neale (1816 - 1866)

Fourth Reading (Ezekiel 36.24-28)

| will take you from the nations, and gather you from
all the countries, and bring you into your own land. |
will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be
clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your
idols | will cleanse you. A new heart | will give you,
and a new spirit | will put within you; and | will
remove from your body the heart of stone and give
you a heart of flesh. | will put my spirit within you,
and make you follow my statutes and be careful to
observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land
that | gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my
people, and | will be your God.
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Hymn (based on Psalm 98)

during which we go outside to light the Easter Fire.

New songs of celebration render

to God who has great wonders done;
love sits enthroned in ageless splendour
come and adore the mighty one.

God has made known the great salvation
which all the saints with joy confess.
God has revealed to ev’ry nation

truth and unending righteousness.

Joyfully, heartily resounding,

let every instrument and voice

peal out the praise of grace abounding,
calling the whole world to rejoice.
Trumpets and organs, set in motion
such sounds as make the heavens ring
all things that live in earth and ocean,
sound forth the song, your praises bring

Rivers and seas and torrents roaring,
honour the Lord with wild acclaim;
mountains and stones, look up adoring,
and find a voice to praise God's name.
Righteous, commanding, ever glorious,
praises be sung that never cease:

just is our God, whose truth victorious
establishes the world in peace.

Eric Routley (1917 - 1982)
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Lighting & Blessing of the Easter Fire

All

All

All

Eternal God, who made this most holy
night to shine with the brightness of your
one true light: sanctify this new fire we
pray, and by our Easter celebrations set
us aflame with the fire of your love,

and bring us to the radiance of your
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

Christ yesterday and today, the beginning
and the end, Alpha and Omega, all time
belongs to him, and all ages; to him be
glory and power, through every age and
for ever.

Amen.

By his holy and glorious wounds
may Christ our Lord guard and keep us.
Amen

Lighting of the Easter Candle

All

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
banish all darkness from our hearts and
minds.

Amen.



The light of Christ.
All Thanks be to God.

The Exultet

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels!
Exult, all creation around God’s throne! Jesus
Christ, our King, is risen! Sound the trumpet of
salvation! Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendour,
radiant in the brightness of your King! Christ has
conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes for
ever! Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory!
The risen Saviour shines upon you! Let this place
resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all
God’s people! My dearest friends, standing with
me in this holy light, join me in asking God for
mercy, that he may give his unworthy minister
grace to sing his Easter praises

The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All  We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.



It is truly right that with full hearts and
minds and voices we should praise the
unseen God, the all powerful Father, and his
only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. For Christ
has ransomed us with his blood,

and paid for us the price of Adam’s sin to
our eternal Father! This is our passover
feast, when Christ, the true Lamb, is slain,
whose blood consecrates the homes of all
believers. This is the night when first you
saved our fathers: you freed the people of
Israel from their slavery and led them dry-
shod through the sea. This is the night when
the pillar of fire destroyed the darkness of
sin! This is the night when Christians
everywhere, washed clean of sin and freed
from all defilement, are restored to grace
and grow together in holiness. This is the
night when Jesus Christ broke the chains of
death and rose triumphant from the grave.
What good would life have been to us, had
Christ not come as our Redeemer? Father,
how wonderful your care for us! How
boundless your merciful love! To ransom a
slave you gave away your Son. O happy
fault, O necessary sin of Adam,
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which gained for us so great a Redeemer!
Most blessed of all nights, chosen by God to
see Christ rising from the dead! Of this
night scripture says: “The night will be as
clear as day: it will become my light, my
joy.” The power of this holy night dispels all
evil, washes guilt away, restores lost
innocence, brings mourners joy; it casts out
hatred, brings us peace, and humbles
earthly pride. Night truly blessed when
heaven is wedded to earth and we are
reconciled with God! Therefore, heavenly
Father, in the joy of this night, receive our
evening sacrifice of praise, your Church’s
solemn offering. Accept this Easter candle,
a flame divided but undimmed, a pillar of
fire that glows to the honour of God. Let it
mingle with the lights of heaven and
continue bravely burning to dispel the
darkness of this night! May the Morning Star
which never sets find this flame still
burning: Christ, that Morning Star, who
came back from the dead, and shed his
peaceful light on all our kind,

your Son, who lives and reigns for ever and
ever.

All Amen.



Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Gloria (during which bells are rung!)

Glory to God in the highest, and
peace to his people on earth. Lord
God, heavenly King, almighty God
and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your
glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of
the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us. You are seated at
the right hand of the Father: receive
our prayer. For you alone are the
Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the
glory of God the Father. Amen.

God of glory, by the raising of your
Son you have broken the chains of
death and hell: fill your Church with
faith and hope; for a new day has
dawned and the way to life stands
open in our Saviour Jesus Christ.

All Amen
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New Testament Reading (Romans 6.3-11)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans.

Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death? Therefore we have been buried with
him by baptism into death, so that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, so we too might walk in nhewness of
life. For if we have been united with him in a
death like his, we will certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. We know that
our old self was crucified with him so that the
body of sin might be destroyed, and we might
no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has
died is freed from sin. But if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. We know that Christ, being raised from
the dead, will never die again; death no longer
has dominion over him. The death he died, he
died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives,
he lives to God. So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in
Christ Jesus.

This my sisters and brothers is the word
of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Hymn

Alleluia, alleluia!

hearts to heaven and voices raise:
sing to God a hymn of gladness,
sing to God a hymn of praise;

he who on the cross a victim

for the world's salvation bled
Jesus Christ, the king of glory,
now is risen from the dead.

Christ is risen, Christ, the first-fruits
Of the holy harvest field,

Which will all its full abundance

At his second coming yield.

Then the golden ears of harvest

Will their heads before him wave,
Ripened by his glorious sunshine
From the furrows of the grave.

Christ is risen, we are risen!

Shed upon us heav’nly grace,

Rain, and dew and gleams of glory
From the brightness of Thy face,
That we, with our hearts in heaven,
Here on earth may fruitful be,

And by angel hands be gathered,
And be ever, Lord, with Thee.
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Alleluia, alleluia!

Glory be to God on high!
Alleluia! to the Saviour
Who has gained the victory!
Alleluia! to the Spirit,
Fount of love and sanctity!
Alleluia, alleluia

To the Triune Majesty.

Christopher Wordsworth (1807 - 1885)

Gospel Reading

All

All

Alleluia! Alleluia! | am the first and the
last, says the Lord, and the living one;
| was dead, and behold | am alive for
evermore.

Alleluia!

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to St Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

But on the first day of the week, at early
dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the
spices that they had prepared. They found the
stone rolled away from the tomb, but when
they went in, they did not find the body. While
they were perplexed about this, suddenly two
men in dazzling clothes stood beside them.

21



The women were terrified and bowed their
faces to the ground, but the men said to them,
‘Why do you look for the living among the
dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee,
that the Son of Man must be handed over to
sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day
rise again.” Then they remembered his words,
and returning from the tomb, they told all this
to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the other women with them who
told this to the apostles. But these words
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not
believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the
tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the
linen cloths by themselves; then he went
home, amazed at what had happened.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Paschal Homily
S. John Chrysostom (347 - 407 CE)

Is there anyone here who is a devout lover of God? Let
them enjoy this beautiful bright festival. Is there
anyone who is a grateful servant? Let them rejoice
and enter into the joy of their Lord! Are there any
now weary with fasting? Let them now receive their
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wages! If they have toiled from the first hour, let
them receive their due reward; If any have come after
the third hour, let them with gratitude join in the
Feast! And they that arrived after the sixth hour, let
them not doubt; for they shall have sustained no loss.
And if any have delayed until the ninth hour, let them
not hesitate; but let them come too. And they who
arrived only at the eleventh hour, let them not be
afraid by reason of their delay. For the Lord is
gracious and receives the last even as the first. He
gives rest to those who come at the eleventh hour,
as well as to those who toiled from the first. To this
one he gives, and upon another he bestows. He
accepts the work as he greets the endeavour. The
deed he honours and the intention he commends. Let
us all enter into the joy of the Lord! First and last
alike receive your reward; rich and poor, rejoice
together! Sober and slothful, celebrate the day! You
that have fasted, and you that have not fasted,
rejoice today for the Table is richly laden! Feast
royally on it, the calf is a fatted one. Let no one go
away hungry; partake, all, of the cup of faith. Enjoy
all the riches of His goodness! Let no one grieve at his
poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed.
Let no one mourn that he has fallen again and again;
for forgiveness has risen from the grave. Let no one
fear death, for the death of our Saviour has set us
free. He has destroyed it by enduring it. He destroyed
Hades when he descended into it.He put it into an
uproar even as it tasted of His flesh.lsaiah foretold
this when he said,You, O Hell, have been troubled by
encountering Him below. Hell was in an uproar
because it was done away with. It was in an uproar,
because it was mocked. It was in an uproar, for it was
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destroyed. It is in an uproar, for it is annihilated. It is
in an uproar because it is now made captive. Hell took
a body, and it discovered God. It took earth, and
encountered Heaven. It took what it saw, and was
overcome by what it did not see. O death, where is
your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? Christ is
risen, and you, O death, are annihilated! Christ is
risen, and the evil ones are cast down! Christ is risen,
and the angels rejoice! Christ is risen, and life is
liberated! Christ is risen, and the tomb is emptied of
its dead; for Christ, having risen from the dead,

is become the first-fruits of those who have fallen
asleep. To Him be glory and power forever and ever.
Amen!

Blessing of Font

Dearly beloved, let us humbly invoke
upon this font the grace of God the
almighty Father, that those who from it
are born anew may be numbered among
the children of adoption in Christ.

Praise God who made heaven and earth,
All  who keeps his promise for ever.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ was baptised in
the river Jordan, we thank you for the gift of water to
cleanse us and revive us. We thank you that through
the waters of the Red Sea you led your people out of
slavery to freedom in the Promised Land. We thank
you that through the deep waters of death you
brought your Son, and raised him to life in triumph.
Bless this water, that your servants who are washed in
it may be made one with Christ in his death and in his
resurrection, to be cleansed and delivered from all
sin. Send your Holy Spirit upon them, bring them to
new birth in the household of faith and raise them
with Christ to full and eternal life; for all might,
majesty, authority and power are yours, now and for
ever.

All  Amen.

We are sprinkled with the blessed water as a reminder of our
baptism, our sharing in Christ’s death and resurrection!

Dear friends, | ask you to profess the
faith of the Church. Do you believe and
trust in God the Father?

All | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus
Christ?
All | believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
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All

All

crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy
Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

The risen Christ came and stood among
his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with
you.’ Then were they glad when they saw
the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. The peace of
the risen Christ be always with you

and also with you. Alleluia.

Refrain: Thine be the glory

Risen conquering Son
Endless is the victory

Thou o’er death hast won
Angels in bright raiment
Rolled the stone away

Kept the folded grave clothes
Where thy body lay. R.
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All

All

All

Lo! Jesus meets us

Risen from the tomb
Lovingly, he greets us
Scatters fear and gloom.

Let the church with gladness
Hymns of triumph sing

For her Lord now liveth
Death hath lost its sting. R.

No more we doubt thee
Glorious Prince of life

Life is naught without thee
Aid us in our strife

Make us more than conquerors
Through thy deathless love
Bring us safe through Jordan

To thy home above. R.
E. L. Budry (1854- 1932)
trans. R. B. Hoyle (1875 - 1939)

Lord of life, with unbounded joy we offer
you this our sacrifice of praise. As we are
fed with the bread of heaven may we
know your resurrection power; through
Christ our risen Lord.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and just, our duty and our
salvation, at all times to acclaim you, O Lord,
but on this day above all to laud you yet more
gloriously, when Christ our Passover has been
sacrificed. For he is the true Lamb who has
taken away the sins of the world; by dying he
has destroyed our death, and by rising, has
restored our life. Therefore overcome with
Easter joy, every land, every people exults in
your praise and even the heavenly powers,
with the angelic hosts, sing together the
unending hymn of your glory, as they acclaim:

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all
holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy
Spirit, and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who,
in the same night that he was betrayed, took
bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this
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is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me. In the same way, after
supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me. Great is the
mystery of faith:

All Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ
will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the
cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the
sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension, and
looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate
this memorial of our redemption. As we offer
you this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread
and this cup and we thank you for counting us
worthy to stand in your presence and serve
you. Send the Holy Spirit on your people

and gather into one in your kingdom all who
share this one bread and one cup, so that we,
in the company of Mary our Lady, Peter our
Patron and all the saints, may praise and
glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our

Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
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in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and
glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

All

All

All

All

Amen.

Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven...

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world. Blessed are those
who are called to his supper.

Lord, | am not worth to receive you,
but only say the word, and | shall be
healed.

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed
for us.

Therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia.

Now the green blade riseth,
from the buried grain,

Wheat that in dark earth

many days has lain;

Love lives again,

that with the dead has been:
Love is come again

like wheat that springeth green.
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All

In the grave they laid him,

Love who had been slain,
Thinking that never

he would awake again,

Laid in the earth

like grain that sleeps unseen:
Love is come again

like wheat that springeth green.

Forth He came at Easter,

like the risen grain,

Jesus who for three days

in the grave had lain;

Quick from the dead

the risen One is seen:

Love is come again

like wheat that springeth green.

When our hearts are wintry,
grieving, or in pain,

Jesus' touch can call us

back to life again,

Fields of our hearts

that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again

like wheat that springeth green.

J. M. Crum (1872 - 1958)

God of Life, who for our redemption gave your
only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and
by his glorious resurrection have delivered us
from the power of our enemy: grant us so to die
daily to sin, that we may evermore live with
him in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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The blessing of God almighty, the +Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you
and remain with you always.

All  Amen

Go in the peace of Christ, alleluia, alleluia
All Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia.

The day of resurrection!

Earth, tell it out abroad;

the passover of gladness,

the passover of God.

From death to life eternal,
from earth unto the sky,

our Christ hath brought us over,
with hymns of victory.

Our hearts be pure from evil,
that we may see aright

the Lord in rays eternal

of resurrection light;

and listening to his accents,
may hear, so calm and plain,
his own "All hail!" and, hearing,
may raise the victor strain.

Now let the heavens be joyful!

Let earth the song begin!

Let the round world keep triumph,
and all that is therein!

Let all things seen and unseen
their notes in gladness blend,

for Christ the Lord hath risen,

our joy that hath no end.
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