
Advent Sunday 
 
     28 November 2021 
 
The Gathering 
 
We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
Let us recognize his presence with us. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
As God’s people we have gathered: 
let us worship him together. 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
When the Lord comes, He will bring to light  
the things now hidden in darkness,  
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.  
Therefore in the light of Christ  
let us confess our sins. 
 
  



The Confession 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
The Absolution 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon us, 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 
 
 
 



The Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, 
God of our ancestors: 
to you be praise and glory for ever! 
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith 
and to journey in the hope 
of your promised fulfilment.  
May we be obedient to your call 
and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ, 
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 
for you are our light and our salvation. 
 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
God of Abraham and Sarah, 
and all the patriarchs of old,  
you are our Father too. 
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ,  
Son of God and Son of David. 
Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth 
to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit 
to make his home among us.  
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
the light who is coming into the world. 
 
Lord Jesus, Light of the world, 
born in David’s city of Bethlehem, 
born like him to be a king:  
Be born in our hearts this Christmastide, 
be king of our lifes today. 
 
 



The Collect 
 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
Readings 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah [33.14-16] 
 
The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will 
fulfil the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In 
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live 
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 
 
 
 
 



A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
[3.9-13] 
 
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all 
the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 
Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 
you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your 
faith. 
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord 
Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make 
you increase and abound in love for one another and 
for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he 
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
Hymn 
Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 
once for favored sinners slain; 
thousand, thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 
 
Ev'ry eye shall now behold him, 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
shall the true Messiah see. 
 



 
 
Ev'ry island, sea, and mountain, 
heav'n and earth, shall flee away; 
all who hate him must, confounded, 
hear the trump proclaim the day: 
Come to judgment! Come to judgment! 
Come to judgment, come away! 
 
Now Redemption, long expected, 
see in solemn pomp appear! 
All his saints, by man rejected, 
now shall meet him in the air. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
See the day of God appear! 
 
Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the pow'r and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own. 
O come quickly, O come quickly; 
alleluia! come, Lord, come.   
 
Listen to a recording:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIszhvHjBxQ&ab_chann

el=ChetValleyChurches              
 
 
Gospel Reading 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIszhvHjBxQ&ab_channel=ChetValleyChurches
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIszhvHjBxQ&ab_channel=ChetValleyChurches


[Luke 21.25-36] 

‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the 
stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused 
by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will 
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon 
the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’ 
Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and 
all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see 
for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 
So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, 
this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 
‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down 
with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of 
this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all 
times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon by Fr Simon Cuff 
 
  



Prayers of Intercession 
 
The following or another response may be used 
 
Lord, in your silence 
hear our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Thanksgiving  
Let us give thanks and praise for all God’s gifts 
 
Silence is kept 



 
For birth and life and strength of body, 
for safety and shelter and food, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
For sight and hearing and the beauty of nature, 
for words and music and the power of thought, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
For work and leisure and the joy of achieving, 
for conscience and will and depth of feeling, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
For grace and truth in Jesus Christ, 
for the gifts of the Spirit and the hope of heaven, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
  



The Peace 
 
In the tender mercy of our God,  
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,  
to give light to those who dwell in darkness  
and in the shadow of death  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. 
 
 
The Blessing 
 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon us,  
scatter the darkness from before our path,  
and make us ready to meet him when he comes in glory,  
and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, be with us and remain with us always.  
Amen. 
 
Notices 
 
 
Dismissal  
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 


