
4th  Sunday before Advent   
      31 October 2021 
Greeting 

 

We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
Let us recognize his presence with us. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

As God’s people we have gathered: 
let us worship him together. 
 
Prayers of penitence  

Brothers and sisters, 
as we prepare to celebrate, 
let us call to mind our sins. 

 

Silence is kept 
 

Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly,love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 



Absolution 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon us, 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Collect  

Almighty and eternal God, 

you have kindled the flame of love 

in the hearts of the saints: 

grant to us the same faith and power of love, 

that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, 

we may be sustained by their example and fellowship; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Readings 
 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy [6.1-9] 

Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the 
ordinances—that the Lord your God charged me to 
teach you to observe in the land that you are about to 
cross into and occupy, so that you and your children 



and your children’s children may fear the Lord your 
God all the days of your life, and keep all his decrees 
and his commandments that I am commanding you, so 
that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, 
and observe them diligently, so that it may go well 
with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a 
land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God 
of your ancestors, has promised you. 
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep 
these words that I am commanding you today in your 
heart. Recite them to your children and talk about 
them when you are at home and when you are away, 
when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a 
sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your 
forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your 
house and on your gates. 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Hebrews  [9.11-14] 

 
But when Christ came as a high priest of the good 
things that have come, then through the greater and 
perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation), he entered once for all into the Holy Place, 
not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his 
own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. For if 
the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the 
ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been 
defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much more 
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 



offered himself without blemish to God, purify our 
conscience from dead works to worship the living God! 
 

Hymn 
 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence  
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God on earth descendeth, 
our full homage to demand. 
 
King of kings, yet born of Mary,  
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lords of lords, in human vesture,  
in the body and the blood. 
He will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heav’nly food. 
 
Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads  
its vanguard on the way,  
as the Light of light descendeth 
from the realms of endless day, 
that the pow’rs of hell may vanish 
as the darkness clears away. 
 
At his feet the six-winged seraph; 
cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the Presence,  
as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, Lord most high. 
 



Watch a recording:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6H26hUVYkf8&ab_chan

nel=TrinityChurchSwarthmore    

 

The Reading of the Gospel 

My Brothers and Sisters hear the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Mark 12.28-34] 

 
One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing 
with one another, and seeing that he answered them 
well, he asked him, ‘Which commandment is the first 
of all?’ Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.” There is no other 
commandment greater than these.’ Then the scribe 
said to him, ‘You are right, Teacher; you have truly 
said that “he is one, and besides him there is no 
other”; and “to love him with all the heart, and with 
all the understanding, and with all the strength”, and 
“to love one’s neighbour as oneself”,—this is much 
more important than all whole burnt-offerings and 
sacrifices.’ When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, 
he said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of 
God.’ After that no one dared to ask him any question. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6H26hUVYkf8&ab_channel=TrinityChurchSwarthmore
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6H26hUVYkf8&ab_channel=TrinityChurchSwarthmore


This, my brothers and sisters is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon by Simon Brown of Arocha UK 
 
 
Prayers for the church and the world 
 

The response to each petition 
 
Lord, in the silence 
Hear our prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Music in church by Alec Harmon (oboe).  



Thanksgiving  
Let us give thanks and praise for all God’s gifts 
 
Silence is kept 
 
For birth and life and strength of body, 
for safety and shelter and food, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
For sight and hearing and the beauty of nature, 
for words and music and the power of thought, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
For work and leisure and the joy of achieving, 
for conscience and will and depth of feeling, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
For grace and truth in Jesus Christ, 
for the gifts of the Spirit and the hope of heaven, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
  



The Peace 
 
We are all one in Christ Jesus. 
We belong to him through faith, 
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. Amen 
 
Notices 
 
Closing Prayer 

 

Heavenly Father, 

we share together the blessing of your presence. 

Give us in this life knowledge of your truth, 

and in the world to come life everlasting; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
The peace of God,which passes all understanding, 
keep our hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 


