
Harvest Sunday 
     03 October 2021 
 
The Gathering 
 
We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
Let us recognize his presence with us. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
As God’s people we have gathered: 
let us worship him together. 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Brothers and sisters, 
as we prepare to celebrate, 
let us call to mind our sins. 
 
The Confession 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 



We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
The Absolution 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon us, 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you,we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ,  
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 



For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 
Eternal God, 
you crown the year with your goodness 
and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 
grant that we may use them to your glory, 
for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
Readings 
 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Joel [2.21-27] 
 
Do not fear, O soil; 
be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! 
Do not fear, you animals of the field, 
for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full 
yield. 
 
 



O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; 
for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 
he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
the early and the later rain, as before. 
The threshing-floors shall be full of grain, 
the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
 
I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, 
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
my great army, which I sent against you. 
 
You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
and praise the name of the Lord your God, 
who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall 
never again be put to shame. 
 
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 
A reading from the first letter of Paul to Timothy [2.1-7] 
 
My dearly beloved, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings should be made for 
everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in 
the sight of God our Saviour, who desires everyone to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
For there is one God;  there is also one mediator 
between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself 
human,who gave himself a ransom for all—this was 
attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a 



herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not 
lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 
Hymn 
 
All creatures worship God most high, 
lift up your voice in earth and sky, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
O sing ye, O sing ye, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Dear mother earth, who day by day,  
unfoldest blessings on our way, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
The flow’rs and fruits that in thee grow,  
let them God’s glory also show, 
O sing ye, O sing ye, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Let all things their Creator bless,  
and worship God in humbleness, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
To God all thanks and praise belong! 
Join in the everlasting song: 
O sing ye, O sing ye, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   
 
Listen to a recording:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJLpYmUmaB8&ab_cha

nnel=YorkMinsterChoir%2FJohnScottWhiteley%2FPhilipMo

ore-Topic         
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJLpYmUmaB8&ab_channel=YorkMinsterChoir%2FJohnScottWhiteley%2FPhilipMoore-Topic
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Gospel Reading 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Matthew 6.25-33] 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the 
birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
 
Are you not of more value than they? And can any of 
you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 
And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor 
spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 
not clothed like one of these.  
But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will 
he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?  
Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or 
“What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is 
the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed 
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon by the Revd Stephanie Warner 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
The following or another response may be used 
 
Lord, in your silence 
hear our prayer. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Thanksgiving  
Let us give thanks and praise for all God’s gifts 
 
Silence is kept 
 



For birth and life and strength of body, 
for safety and shelter and food, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
For sight and hearing and the beauty of nature, 
for words and music and the power of thought, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
For work and leisure and the joy of achieving, 
for conscience and will and depth of feeling, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
For grace and truth in Jesus Christ, 
for the gifts of the Spirit and the hope of heaven, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Peace 
 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you are called to peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. 
 
  



The Blessing 
 
The God of all grace, 
who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 
establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Notices 
 
 
Dismissal  
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 


