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The Gathering 
 
We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
Let us recognize his presence with us. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
As God’s people we have gathered: 
let us worship him together. 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
 
and also with you. 
 
 
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
The Confession 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 



in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our  
whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours  
as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly,  
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
The Absolution 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon us, 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you,we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 



Lord Jesus Christ,  
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 
is governed and sanctified: 
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful 
people, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may serve you in holiness and truth 
to the glory of your name; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
  



Readings 
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel [2.1-5] 
 
The heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 
When I saw this, I fell on my face, and I heard the 
voice of someone speaking. He said to me: O mortal, 
stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And 
when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set 
me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. He 
said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of 
Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against 
me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against 
me to this very day. The descendants are impudent and 
stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say 
to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’ Whether they hear 
or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they 
shall know that there has been a prophet among them. 
 
A reading from the 2nd letter to the Corinthians [2.2-10] 
 
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was 
caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or 
out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I know 
that such a person—whether in the body or out of the 
body I do not know; God knows— was caught up into 
Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that 
no mortal is permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a 
one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, 
except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will 
not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I 
refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me 
than what is seen in me or heard from me, even 



considering the exceptional character of the 
revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too 
elated, a thorn was given to me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from 
being too elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord 
about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, 
‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made 
perfect in weakness.’ So, I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am 
weak, then I am strong. 
 
Hymn 
 
It is a thing most wonderful, 
almost too wonderful to be, 
that God's own Son should come from heav'n, 
and die to save a child like me. 
 
And yet I know that it is true: 
He chose a poor and humble lot, 
and wept and toiled and mourned and died 
for love of those who loved Him not. 
 
It is most wonderful to know 
His love for me so free and sure; 
but 'tis more wonderful to see 
my love for Him so faint and poor. 
 
  



And yet I want to love Thee, Lord; 
O light the flame within my heart, 
and I will love Thee more and more, 
until I see Thee as Thou art. 
 
Listen to a recording: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78DAvd2TXXs&ab_
channel=HIMaachen  
 
Gospel Reading 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[6.1-13] 

Jesus came to his home town, and his disciples 
followed him. On the sabbath he began to teach in the 
synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. 
They said, ‘Where did this man get all this? What is this 
wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of 
power are being done by his hands! Is not this the 
carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and 
Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here 
with us?’ And they took offence at him. Then Jesus said 
to them, ‘Prophets are not without honour, except in 
their home town, and among their own kin, and in 
their own house.’ And he could do no deed of power 
there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people 
and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief. 
 
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He 
called the twelve and began to send them out two by 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78DAvd2TXXs&ab_channel=HIMaachen
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two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 
He ordered them to take nothing for their journey 
except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their 
belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two 
tunics. He said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a house, 
stay there until you leave the place. If any place will 
not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you 
leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a 
testimony against them.’ So they went out and proclaimed 
that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and 
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon by the Revd. Irena Edgcumbe 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
The following or another response may be used 
 
Lord, in your silence 
hear our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 



your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving  
Let us give thanks and praise for all God’s gifts 
 
Silence is kept 
 
For birth and life and strength of body, 
for safety and shelter and food, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
For sight and hearing and the beauty of nature, 
for words and music and the power of thought, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
For work and leisure and the joy of achieving, 
for conscience and will and depth of feeling, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 



For grace and truth in Jesus Christ, 
for the gifts of the Spirit and the hope of heaven, 
we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Peace 
 
God is love 
and those who live in love live in God 
and God lives in them. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. 
 
The Blessing 
The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal  
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 


