Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you

and also with you.

Prayers of penitence

St Paul says

‘Be imitators of God;

love as Christ loved;

do not grieve the Holy Spirit;

put away all anger and bitterness,
all slander and malice.’

So let us confess our sins to God,
who forgives us in Christ.

Silence is kept

We have not always worshipped God, our creator.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.



We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Amen.

Absolution

May the Father forgive us

by the death of his Son

and strengthen us

to live in the power of the Spirit
all our days.

Amen.

Collect

Holy God,faithful and unchanging:

enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth,
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love,
that we may truly worship you,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Readings



A reading from the prophet Isaiah [6.1-8]

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting
on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe
filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above
him; each had six wings: with two they covered their
faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with
two they flew. And one called to another and said:
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.’

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of
those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And
| said: ‘Woe is me! | am lost, for | am a man of unclean
lips, and | live among a people of unclean lips; yet my
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal
that had been taken from the altar with a pair of
tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said:
‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has
departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then | heard the
voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall | send, and who
will go for us?’ And | said, ‘Here am |; send me!’

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans [8.12-17]

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh,
to live according to the flesh— for if you live according
to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who
are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into
fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When
we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing



witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and
if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may
also be glorified with him.

Hymn

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

in light inaccessible, hid from our eyes,

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might,

thy justice like mountains high soaring above

thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small.
In all life thou livest, the true life of all.

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.

Great God of all glory, great God of all light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight.
All praise we would render; O help us to see
‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.

Watch a recording:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spE-
BE23qgxA&ab channel=HIMaachen



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spE-BE23qxA&ab_channel=HIMaachen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spE-BE23qxA&ab_channel=HIMaachen

The Reading of the Gospel

My Brothers and Sisters hear the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to John

Glory to you, O Lord.

[John 3.1-17]

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of
the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come
from God; for no one can do these signs that you do
apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him,
‘Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said
to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s
womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, | tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without
being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do
not be astonished that | said to you, “You must be born
from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, ‘How
can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things?

‘Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive
our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell



you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from heaven,
the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life.

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him.’

This, my brothers and sisters is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon by Matthew Bull

Prayers for the church and the world

The response to each petition

Lord, in the silence
Hear our prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,



on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

Thanksgiving

Let us give thanks to God.

For the love of our Father, the maker of all,
the giver of all good things,

let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

For Jesus Christ our Saviour,
who lived and worked among us,
let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

For his suffering and death on the cross
and his resurrection to new life,

let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

For his rule over all things
and his presence in the world,
let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



For the Holy Spirit, the giver of life,
who teaches and guides us,

let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

For the grace of the Spirit
in the work of the Church
and the life of the world,
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Amen.

The Peace

Jesus says to his disciples,

‘Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you.
Not as the world gives do | give to you.

Let not your hearts be troubled or afraid.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you. Amen

Notices

Closing Prayer

Almighty God,

who raised Jesus from the dead

and exalted him to your right hand on high:

may we know your resurrection power in our daily lives
and look with hope to that day



when we shall see you face to face
and share in your glory,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Blessing

The Lord bless us and watch over us,

the Lord make his face shine upon us

and be gracious to us,

the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among us and remain with us always.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.



