6th Sunday of Easter
9 May 2021
Opening prayers
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:
he has given us new life and hope
by raising Jesus from the dead.
God has claimed us as his own:
He has made us light to the world.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Prayers of penitence
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
close at hand.’
So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

Silence is kept
Like Mary at the empty tomb,
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Like the disciples behind locked doors,
we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Like Thomas in the upper room,
we are slow to believe.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw us to himself
and cleanse us from all our sins,
that we may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Collect
God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us
to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Readings
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 10.44-48
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon
all who heard the word. The circumcised believers who
had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the
Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and
extolling God. Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold
the water for baptizing these people who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.
A reading from the 1st letter of John 5.1-6
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been
born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves
the child. By this we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and obey his commandments.
For the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not
burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the
world. And this is the victory that conquers the world,
our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus
Christ, not with the water only but with the water and
the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for
the Spirit is the truth.

Hymn
Let all the world, in every corner, sing: My God and King!
The heavens are not too high, His praise may thither fly,
The earth is not too low, His praises there may grow,
Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and king!
Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and king!
The church with psalms must shout, no door can keep
them out;
But, above all, the heart must bear the longest part.
Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and king!
Watch a recording:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfXldoDnvq4
The Gospel
John 15.9-17
Jesus said to his disciples: As the Father has loved me,
so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his
love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another
as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this,
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my
friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you
servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you
friends, because I have made known to you everything

that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give
you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you
these commands so that you may love one another.
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Prayers for the church and the world
The response to each petition
Lord, in the silence
Hear our prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Thanksgiving
Our Lord Jesus Christ, risen from death,
we praise you for changed lives and new hopes at Easter.
You come to Mary in the garden,
and turn her tears into joy.
For your love and mercy we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.
You come to the disciples in the upper room,
and turn their fear into courage.
For your love and mercy we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.
You come to the disciples by the lakeside,
and turn their failure into faith.
For your love and mercy we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.
You come to the disciples on the Emmaus road,
and turn their despair into hope.
For your love and mercy we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.
You come to your people now,
and turn our weakness into triumph.
For your love and mercy we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.

The Peace
We are the body of Christ.
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace
and builds up our common life.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Closing Prayers
Faithful God,
who fulfilled the promises of Easter
by sending us your Holy Spirit
and made known to every race and nation
the way of life eternal:
open our lips by your Spirit,
that every tongue may tell of your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Amen.
Dismissal
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

