
4rd Sunday of Easter   
      25 April 2021 

 
Opening prayers 

 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Prayers of penitence  

 

The word of God is living and active. 

It judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

All is open and laid bare before the eyes of him 

to whom we give account. 

We confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

 

Silence is kept 
 

Like Mary at the empty tomb, 

we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Like the disciples behind locked doors, 

we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 



Like Thomas in the upper room, 

we are slow to believe. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 

draw us to himself 

and cleanse us from all our sins, 

that we may behold the glory of his Son, 

the Word made flesh, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Collect  

Risen Christ, 

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 

teach us to hear your voice 

and to follow your command, 

that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

Readings 
 

A reading from the book of Genesis  
[7.1-5,11-18;8.6-18;9.8-13] 

 
Then the Lord said to Noah, ‘Go into the ark, you and 
all your household, for I have seen that you alone are 
righteous before me in this generation. Take with you 
seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and its mate; 
and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male 



and its mate; and seven pairs of the birds of the air 
also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on the 
face of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain 
on the earth for forty days and forty nights; and every 
living thing that I have made I will blot out from the 
face of the ground.’ And Noah did all that the Lord had 
commanded him. 
In the six-hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second 
month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that 
day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and 
the windows of the heavens were opened. The rain fell 
on the earth for forty days and forty nights. On the 
very same day Noah with his sons, Shem and Ham and 
Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his 
sons, entered the ark, they and every wild animal of 
every kind, and all domestic animals of every kind, and 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and 
every bird of every kind—every bird, every winged 
creature. They went into the ark with Noah, two and 
two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 
And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, 
went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord shut 
him in. 
The flood continued for forty days on the earth; and 
the waters increased, and bore up the ark, and it rose 
high above the earth. The waters swelled and 
increased greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on 
the face of the waters. 
At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of 
the ark that he had made and sent out the raven; and 
it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from 
the earth. Then he sent out the dove from him, to see 
if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground; 



but the dove found no place to set its foot, and it 
returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on 
the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and 
took it and brought it into the ark with him. He waited 
another seven days, and again he sent out the dove 
from the ark; and the dove came back to him in the 
evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked 
olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided 
from the earth. Then he waited another seven days, 
and sent out the dove; and it did not return to him any 
more. 
In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on 
the first day of the month, the waters were dried up 
from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the 
ark, and looked, and saw that the face of the ground 
was drying. In the second month, on the twenty-
seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. Then God 
said to Noah, ‘Go out of the ark, you and your wife, 
and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. Bring out 
with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—
birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth—so that they may abound on the earth, 
and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.’ So Noah 
went out with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for 
me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, and with every living creature 
that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came 
out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that 
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy 
the earth.’ God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant 



that I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all future generations: I 
have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between me and the earth. 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, 4.5-12 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes 
assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, 
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of 
the high-priestly family. When they had made the 
prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what 
power or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the 
people and elders, if we are questioned today because 
of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are 
asked how this man has been healed, let it be known 
to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this 
man is standing before you in good health by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead. This Jesus is 
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
   it has become the cornerstone.” 
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among mortals by which we 
must be saved.’ 

Hymn 

The King of love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
And he is mine for ever. 
 



Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul he leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth. 
 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love he sought me, 
And on his shoulder gently laid, 
And home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 
In death's dark vale I fear no ill 
With thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy cross before to guide me. 
 
Thou spread'st a table in my sight; 
Thy unction, grace bestoweth: 
And O what transport of delight 
From thy pure chalice floweth! 
 
And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
Within thy house for ever. 

Listen to a recording: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcCwUF0s_-
Y&ab_channel=MusicforFaithandWorship  

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcCwUF0s_-Y&ab_channel=MusicforFaithandWorship
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcCwUF0s_-Y&ab_channel=MusicforFaithandWorship


The Gospel  

John 10.11-18 

‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the 
wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand 
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have 
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason 
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 
order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but 
I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 
received this command from my Father.’ 

 

Sermon by Matthew Bull 

 
 
Prayers for the church and the world 
 

The response to each petition 
 
Lord, in the silence 
Hear our prayer 
 
  



The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

 
Thanksgiving  
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, risen from death, 
we praise you for changed lives and new hopes at Easter. 
 
You come to Mary in the garden, 
and turn her tears into joy. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
You come to the disciples in the upper room, 
and turn their fear into courage. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 



You come to the disciples by the lakeside, 
and turn their failure into faith. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
You come to the disciples on the Emmaus road, 
and turn their despair into hope. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
You come to your people now, 
and turn our weakness into triumph. 
For your love and mercy we give you thanks: 
we praise your holy name. 
 
The Peace 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 
Alleluia. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Closing Prayers 

 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for the gift of your holy word. 

May it be a lantern to our feet, 

a light to our paths, 

and a strength to our lives. 
  



Take us and use us 

to love and serve 

in the power of the Holy Spirit 

and in the name of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 


