7 March 2021

Opening prayers

Loving God, we have come to worship you.
Help us to pray to you in faith,

to sing your praise with gratitude,

and to listen to your word with eagerness;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Prayers of penitence

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit;

a broken and contrite heart God will not despise.
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion,
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and
faith.

Silence is kept

We have not held out the word of life
in a dark and twisted world:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.



We have failed to share our bread with the hungry:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

We have closed our hearts to the love of God:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon us,

pardon and deliver us from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Collect

Eternal God,

give us insight

to discern your will for us,

to give up what harms us,

and to seek the perfection we are promised
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Readings
Exodus 20.1-17

Then God spoke all these words:

| am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall
have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the
form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship
them; for | the Lord your God am a jealous God,
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the
third and the fourth generation of those who reject
me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth
generation of those who love me and keep my
commandments.

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the
Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who
misuses his name.

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six
days you shall labour and do all your work. But the
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you
shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter,
your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien
resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but
rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the
sabbath day and consecrated it.



Honour your father and your mother, so that your days
may be long in the land that the Lord your God is
giving you.

You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbour.

You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall
not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or female
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to
your neighbour.

From the 1 letter of Paul to the Corinthians 1.18-25

The message about the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God.
For it is written,
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.’
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews



demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews
and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger
than human strength.

Hymn

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and
salvation!

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near,

join me in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously
reigneth,

Shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently
sustaineth!

Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and
defend thee!

Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee;
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do

If with his love he befriend thee.



Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises
before him!

Let the amen sound from his people again;

Gladly forever adore him.

Watch a recording:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCnQNwQG5GI&ab
_channel=HymnChannel

The Gospel
John 2.13-22

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up
to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling
cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers
seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he
drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the
money-changers and overturned their tables. He told
those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things
out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-
place!’ His disciples remembered that it was written,
‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ The Jews then
said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’
Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in
three days | will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This
temple has been under construction for forty-six years,
and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was
speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had



said this; and they believed the scripture and the word
that Jesus had spoken.

Sermon by Revd Irena Edgcumbe

Prayers for the church and the world

The response to each petition

Lord, in the silence
Hear our prayer

The Lords Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.



Thanksgiving
Let us give thanks and praise for all God’s gifts
Silence is kept

For birth and life and strength of body,

for safety and shelter and food,

we give you thanks:

we praise your holy name.

For sight and hearing and the beauty of nature,
for words and music and the power of thought,
we give you thanks:

we praise your holy name.

For work and leisure and the joy of achieving,
for conscience and will and depth of feeling,
we give you thanks:

we praise your holy name.

For grace and truth in Jesus Christ,

for the gifts of the Spirit and the hope of heaven,
we give you thanks:

we praise your holy name.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.



The Peace

Jesus said:

‘Love one another.

As | have loved you,

so you are to love one another.’

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

Closing Prayers

Keep us, Father, in this community of faith,
the Church of your Son Jesus Christ,

and help us to confess him as Messiah and Lord
in all we say and do.

We ask this in his name.

Amen.

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord
We go in peace. Amen



