07 February 2021

Opening prayers

Through Christ let us offer our sacrifice of praise to
God.
Let our lips proclaim his praise.

Prayers of penitence

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
close at hand.’

So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

Silence is kept

We have not held out the word of life
in a dark and twisted world:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

We have failed to share our bread with the hungry:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.



We have closed our hearts to the love of God:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon us,

pardon and deliver us from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Collect

Almighty God,

you have created the heavens and the earth

and made us in your own image:

teach us to discern your hand in all your works

and your likeness in all your children;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over
all things,

now and for ever.

Amen.

Readings

Proverbs 8.1,22-31
Does not wisdom call,
and does not understanding raise her voice?



The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of long ago.

Ages ago | was set up, at the first, before the
beginning of the earth.

When there were no depths | was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
Before the mountains had been shaped, before the
hills, | was brought forth—

when he had not yet made earth and fields,

or the world’s first bits of soil.

When he established the heavens, | was there,
when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
when he made firm the skies above,

when he established the fountains of the deep,
when he assigned to the sea its limit,

so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth,
then | was beside him, like a master worker;

and | was daily his delight, rejoicing before him
always, rejoicing in his inhabited world

and delighting in the human race.

From the letter of Paul to the Colossians 1.15-20

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth
were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things
have been created through him and for him. He himself
is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in everything. For in



him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.

Hymn

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,

there is no shadow of turning with thee;

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;

all I have needed thy hand hath provided,

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon and stars in their courses above,

Jjin with all nature in manifold witness

to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness ...

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness ...

Watch a recording:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4ox4es1jo8&ab c
hannel=ChetValleyChurches




The Gospel

John 1.1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him. He came
to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh
or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth.

Sermon by the Revd Irena Edgcumbe



Prayers for the church and the world

The response to each petition

Lord, in the silence
Hear our prayer

The Lords Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

Thanksgiving

Let us give thanks and praise for all God’s gifts
Silence is kept

For birth and life and strength of body,

for safety and shelter and food,

we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.



For sight and hearing and the beauty of nature,
for words and music and the power of thought,
we give you thanks:

we praise your holy name.

For work and leisure and the joy of achieving,
for conscience and will and depth of feeling,
we give you thanks:

we praise your holy name.

For grace and truth in Jesus Christ,

for the gifts of the Spirit and the hope of heaven,
we give you thanks:

we praise your holy name.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Peace

God will speak peace to his people,
to those who turn to him in their hearts.

The peace of the Lord be always with us.

Closing Prayers

The Lord bless you and watch over you,

the Lord make his face shine upon you

and be gracious to you,

the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace;



and the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
be with you, this day and always.
Amen.

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord
We go in peace. Amen



