A SERVICE OF THE WORD
13 September 2020
Trinity 14

Welcome to St Peter’s…
St Peter's has been at the heart of De Beauvoir Town
since 1841. The congregation today is a lively mix of
people of all ages from all parts of the world.
An inclusive church in the liberal catholic tradition,
faithful to the Anglican Communion, in the Diocese of
London - whatever your experience of church, you are
welcome here.
While our Communion in Community is restricted by the
Covid-19 pandemic we are gathering for A Service of
the Word on Sundays at 10am.
Home Worship is offered weekly online or by signing up
for postal mailing.
St Peter’s Church is open for Private Prayer during
August on Wednesdays 9-11am and Sundays 3-5pm.
St Peter’s Crypt is currently closed for community
activities and events. We hope to publish plans for reopening soon.
For restricted funeral, wedding and baptism/christening
enquiries, please contact the Vicar –be aware when
planning ceremonies that restrictions can suddenly
change!
We hope you feel safe in this place and leave at peace.
Please tell the stewards if you have any concerns.
With blessings
Julia Porter-Pryce
Vicar

Gathering while music is played
Greeting
The Lord of all creation be with you.
The Lord bless you.
We come from scattered lives to meet with God.
Let us recognise God’s presence with us now.
Silence is kept
As God’s people we have gathered:
let us worship God together.
This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Opening prayer
God of our days and years,
we set this time apart for you.
Form us in the likeness of Christ
so that our lives may glorify you.
Amen.
Hymn to be played while words are read silently/the
tune is hummed
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o'er the world's tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us:
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;
lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.
Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.
Prayers of penitence
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are
hidden,
to ask for forgiveness and peace
Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen

We have not always worshipped God, our creator.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May the God of love and power
forgive us and free us from our sins,
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Collect
Almighty God,
you search us and know us:
may we rely on you in strength
and rest on you in weakness,
now and in all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Readings please be seated

Exodus 14.19-31
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite
army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place
behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and
the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near
the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea.
The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all
night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters
were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry
ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their
right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and
went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses,
chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch
the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down
upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army
into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us
flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for
them against Egypt.’
Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand
over the sea, so that the water may come back upon
the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As
the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the
Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and
covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire
army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea;

not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on
dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall
for them on their right and on their left.
Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians;
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did
against the Egyptians. So the people feared
the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant
Moses.
Romans 14.1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the
purpose of quarrelling over opinions. Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed
them. Who are you to pass judgement on servants of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or
fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.
Some judge one day to be better than another, while
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the
day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who
eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks
to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of
the Lord and give thanks to God.
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to
ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or

whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of
both the dead and the living.
Why do you pass judgement on your brother or
sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or
sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat
of God. For it is written,
‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.’
So then, each of us will be accountable to God..
The Gospel all stand
Matthew 18.21-35
Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another
member of the church sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventyseven times.
‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with
his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell
on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with
me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for
him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave
him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out,
came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he

said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell
down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and
threw him into prison until he should pay the
debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then
his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded
with me. Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he should
pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do
to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother
or sister from your heart.’
Sermon to be posted online
The Creed all stand
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers for the church and for the world
Each petition is followed by…
Lord, meet us in the silence
and hear our prayer.
As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
Instrumental: J.S.Bach Sarabande from French Suite
No. 5 & Handel Largo from Xerxes played by pianist
Nicholas Bosworth
Thanksgiving
Let us give thanks and praise for all God’s gifts
Silence

For birth and life and strength of body,
for safety and shelter and food,
we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.
For sight and hearing and the beauty of nature,
for words and music and the power of thought,
we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.
For work and leisure and the joy of achieving,
for conscience and will and depth of feeling,
we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.
For grace and truth in Jesus Christ,
for the gifts of the Spirit and the hope of heaven,
we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessing & Dismissal
Jesus says to his disciples,
‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.
Not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled or afraid.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Notices including banns of marriage

In darkness and in light,
in trouble and in joy,
help us, heavenly Father,
to trust your love,
to serve your purpose,
and to praise your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The Lord bless you and watch over you,
the Lord make his face shine upon you
and be gracious to you,
the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace;
and the blessing …
We go into the world
to walk in God’s light,
to rejoice in God’s love
and to reflect God’s glory.
Amen
Instrumental: Beethoven Adagio Cantabile from the
Pathétique Sonata played by pianist Nicholas Bosworth

Please take away this service sheet and exit one row
at a time
Feel free to greet friends after the service in the
garden/the Square

Financial Giving

for the upkeep of the church
and St Peter’s supported projects

Cash collections are currently suspended
One-off donations can be made via the website or post
For more information about regular giving through the
Stewardship Scheme, contact Margaret Glover
Huge thanks to everyone who continues to give
generously

www.stpeterdebeauvoir.org.uk | Northchurch Terrace | Hackney | London N1 4DA

