A SERVICE OF THE WORD
13 December 2020
Advent 3

Welcome to St Peter’s…
St Peter's has been at the heart of De Beauvoir Town since
1841. The congregation today is a lively mix of people of all
ages from all parts of the world.
An inclusive church in the liberal catholic tradition, faithful
to the Anglican Communion, in the Diocese of London whatever your experience of church, you are welcome here.
While our Communion in Community is restricted by the
Covid-19 pandemic Home Worship is offered weekly online
or by signing up for postal mailing.
St Peter’s Church is open for Private Prayer on Wednesdays
9-11am and Sundays 11am-12.45pm & 3-5pm.
St Peter’s Community Partnership has reopened the crypt
for restricted community events and activities in line with
government guidelines. Please contact the Parish Office
with any enquiries.
For restricted funeral, wedding and baptism/christening
enquiries, please contact the Vicar –be aware when planning
ceremonies that restrictions can suddenly change!
With blessings
Julia Porter-Pryce
Vicar

Gathering while music is played
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the
nations. Isaiah 61.11
Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also with you.
Prayers of penitence
When the Lord comes,
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and
will disclose the purposes of the heart.
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.
Lord our God,
in our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
Have mercy on us;
deliver us from judgement;
bind up our wounds and revive us;
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Lord enrich us with his grace,
and nourish us with his blessing;
the Lord defend us in trouble and keep us from all evil;
the Lord accept our prayers,
and absolve us from our offences,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.
Amen.
Collect
God for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,
and to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Lighting the Advent Candle
People of God: return!
You are called to be God’s own.
From the mountains announce the good news.
God comes in justice and peace,
to all who follow his ways.
You are God’s children.
Lord, make us one in the peace of Christ
today and for ever.
Amen.
Readings

Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11 read by Romee Day
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
For I the LORD love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 read by Alison Wright
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of
prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is
good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and
may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
Hymn to be played while words are read silently/the tune
is hummed
Hills of the North, rejoice,
river and mountain-spring,
hark to the advent voice;
valley and lowland, sing.
Christ comes in righteousness and love,
he brings salvation from above.
Isles of the Southern seas,
sing to the listening earth,
carry on every breeze
hope of a world's new birth:

In Christ shall all be made anew,
his word is sure, his promise true.
Lands of the East, arise,
he is your brightest morn,
greet him with joyous eyes,
praise shall his path adorn:
your seers have longed to know their Lord;
to you he comes, the final word.
Shores of the utmost West,
lands of the setting sun,
welcome the heavenly guest
in whom the dawn has come:
he brings a never-ending light
who triumphed o'er our darkest night.
Shout, as you journey home,
songs be in every mouth,
lo, from the North they come,
from East and West and South:
in Jesus all shall find their rest,
in him the universe be blest.
The Gospel
John 1.6-8, 19-28
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are
you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I
am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are
you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He
answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let
us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?’ He said,
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’,
as the prophet Isaiah said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked
him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them,
‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do
not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy
to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany
across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
Sermon to be posted online
Prayers for the church and for the world by Esther Makinde
We join our prayers of celebration and supplication as one
and ask, Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake
of your son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Uniting our prayers with the whole company of heaven, let
us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
Instrumental Bach Prelude and Allemande from the 2nd
Suite in D minor Sarah McMahon, cello
Thanksgiving
Let us give thanks and praise for all God’s gifts
Silence is kept
For birth and life and strength of body,
for safety and shelter and food,
we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.
For sight and hearing and the beauty of nature,
for words and music and the power of thought,
we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.
For work and leisure and the joy of achieving,
for conscience and will and depth of feeling,
we give you thanks:

we praise your holy name.
For grace and truth in Jesus Christ,
for the gifts of the Spirit and the hope of heaven,
we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Peace
In the tender mercy of our God,
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Closing Prayers
With love and compassion,
come, Lord Jesus.
With judgement and mercy,
come, Lord Jesus.
In power and glory,
come, Lord Jesus.
In wisdom and truth,
come, Lord Jesus.

May God the Father, judge all-merciful,
make us worthy of a place in his kingdom.
Amen.
May God the Son, coming among us in power,
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory.
Amen.
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith,
joyful in hope and constant in love.
Amen
As we await our coming Saviour,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
Instrumental: Pablo Casals Song of the Birds played by
Sarah McMahon, cello

